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Present: 
Town Supervisor:               Meg Wood       
Councilpersons:                     David Williams, Leanna Welch, Steve Miller, Rick Gero       
Town Clerk:                        Erica Hedden 
Chief Wastewater:           Brian Ritchings 
Also Present:           Fran Mahler, Skip Mahler, Lynette Colden, Nicole Curren, Joy Koch, Bob Koch, Sue Repko 
                                    

Supervisor Wood called the meeting to order at 5:45P.M. with a salute to the Flag. 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON ADOPTION OF PROPOSED 
LOCAL LAW 2 OF 2026 A LOCAL LAW TO PROHIBIT CAMPING OR SLEEPING 
IN TOWN PARKS, PUBLIC SIDEWALKS, STREETS, ALLEYWAYS OR PUBLIC 

RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
 
 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Schroon Town Board will hold a Public Hearing on the 
11th day of May, 2026, beginning at 5:45p.m. at the Schroon Town Hall, 15 Leland Ave., Schroon 
Lake, New York, to consider adopting Local Law 2 of 2026 which would authorize the Town law to 
prohibit camping or sleeping in/on town parks, public sidewalks, public streets, alleyways, or any 
other public right of way. People camping or sleeping in town parks, on public property, or in public 
right of ways, creates a public health and safety hazard and interferes with the rights of others to use 
the areas for which they were intended. 

 

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that all interested parties will be given the opportunity 
to be heard at this time and place. 

Dated: 3/09/2026 

 
Erica Hedden 
Schroon Town Clerk 
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LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF THE YEAR 2026 
Town of Schroon, County of Essex 

A Local Law to Prohibit Camping or Sleeping in Town Parks, Public Sidewalks, Streets, Alleyways or other 
Public Rights of Way 

 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Town Board of Schroon, County of Essex, State of New York, as follows: 
Section 1. Legislative Intent 
It is the intent of this local law to prohibit camping or sleeping in/on town parks, public sidewalks, public streets, 
alleyways, or any other public right of way. People camping or sleeping in town parks, on public property, or in public right 
of ways, creates a public health and safety hazard and interferes with the rights of others to use the areas for which they were 
intended.  
Section 2. Authority 
The authority to adopt this local law is derived from Article IX, Section 2(c) of the New York Constitution; Article 2 
Section 10 of the Statute of Local Governments, and Article 2, Section 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, which 
authorizes the Town to adopt local laws and regulations that advance and protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
community. 

Section 3. •Definitions 
Unless the context requires otherwise the following definitions apply. 

 A.  "To Camp" means to set up or to remain in or at a campsite. 
B. "Campsite" means any place where bedding, sleeping bag, or other material used for bedding purposes, or any 
stove or fire is placed, established, or maintained for the purpose of maintaining a temporary place to live, 
whether or not such place incorporates the use of any tent, lean-to, shack, or any other structure, or any vehicle or 
part thereof. 
C. "Prohibited Public Places" means any place not designated as a public campground pursuant to Federal, State or 
local statute or ordinance and shall include the following: 

a) Public streets, sidewalks, alleyways, passages and rights of way; 
b) Publicly owned property; 
c) Public parks; 
d) Public parking lots, whether publicly owned or privately; 
e) Public landscaped areas, whether publicly or privately owned and maintained pursuant to a 

public easement or agreement for public maintenance; 
f) Private property that is readily accessible to the general public or is otherwise open to 

common general use; 
g) Vacant lots that are readily accessible to the general public or otherwise open to common 

general use or that attract activity that may pose a threat to public health and safety; and 
h) Drainage culverts and basins. 

 Section 4. Sleeping or Camping is Prohibited on Sidewalks, Streets, Alleys, or Within Doorways or in Prohibited Public 
Places 

a) No person may sleep or camp on public sidewalks, streets, alleyways, or other prohibited public places 
at any time as a matter of individual and public safety. 

b) No person may sleep or camp in any pedestrian or vehicular entrance to public or private property 
abutting a public sidewalk. 

c) In addition to any other remedy provided by law, any person found in violation of this section may be 
immediately removed from the premises. 

Section 5. Camping Prohibited 
No person may occupy a campsite in or upon any sidewalk, street, alley, lane, public right of way, park, bench, or any other prohibited 
public place, or under any bridge or viaduct, unless (i) otherwise specifically authorized by this Local Law, (ii) by a formal declaration 
of the Town of Schroon Town Board in emergency circumstances, or (iii) upon Board resolution, the town may exempt a special event 
from the prohibitions of this section, if the Town Board finds such exemption to be in the public interest and consistent with Town 
goals and notices. Any conditions imposed will include a condition requiring that the applicant provide evidence of adequate 
insurance coverage and agree to indemnify the Town for any liability, damage or expense incurred by the Town as a result of activities of 
the applicant. 
Any findings by the Town Board shall specify the exact dates and location covered by the exemption. 
Section 6. Removal of Campsite on Public Property 
Upon. discovery of a campsite on public property, removal of the campsite by Law Enforcement may occur under the following 
circumstances: 

A. Prior to removing the campsite, the Town shall attempt to give prior notice in advance at the campsite. 
B. The Town shall inform a local agency (delivering social services to homeless individuals) of the location 
of the campsite. 
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C. Law Enforcement is authorized to remove the campsite and all personal property related thereto. 
Section 7. Disposition and Release of Personal Property 
For purposes of this Local Law, "personal property" means any item reasonably recognizable as belonging to a person and having 
apparent utility or monetary value. Items having no apparent utility or monetary value and items in an unsanitary condition may be 
immediately discarded. Weapons, drug paraphernalia, items appearing to be stolen, and evidence of a crime may be retained as 
evidence by the Law Enforcement until an alternate disposition is determined. All personal property removed from the campsite 
which is not retained, disposed of, or held as evidence (as provided above) shall be stored by the Law Enforcement as per their 
policy, during which time it shall be reasonably available for and released to an individual confirming ownership. 
Section 8. Enforcement 
This local law shall be enforced by any officer of the Essex County Sheriff’s Office, NYS Police, the Town Code Enforcement 
Officer, or any other police officer authorized as such by the State of New York. 
Section 9. Penalties 
A violation of this Local Law shall be deemed an offense punishable by a fine up to 
$500 or imprisonment up to 15 days, or both. 
Section 10. Severability 
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or 
corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or 
judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, 
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered. 
Section 11. Effective date 
This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
Section 12. Amendments 
This Local Law may be amended from time to time by Town Board resolution 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ADJOURN HEARING AT 5:59PM 
INTRODUCED BY: COUNCILPERSON  
SECONDED BY: COUNCILPERSON  
  With no further business, this meeting was adjourned at 5:59PM, carried unanimously 

 
Erica Hedden 
Town Clerk 


